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COMMENTARY

Abstract
Type 2 diabetes constitutes a major health risk in the United States, with over 20% of individuals over the 
age of 60 currently suffering from this disease and an additional 1.5 million new cases diagnosed in patients 
over 20 years of age in 2005.  Similarly, Alzheimer’s disease represents a major risk to the aging population, 
with recent statistics estimating up to 16 million people diagnosed by 2050 in the United States alone.  As 
type 2 diabetes and Alzheimer’s disease are now recognized as members of the broader class of amyloid 
diseases and because the pathologies of disease progression between these indications is similar, common 
strategies focused on the design of next-generation therapeutics can be envisioned and are discussed herein.
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